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“Jesus Christ loves you; he gave his life to save you; and now he is living at your side every day 

to enlighten, strengthen and free you.”  (Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium, 164) 

 

A Catechist’s Litany of Thanks from Joe Paprocki: 

 

According to St. Ignatius Loyola, a healthy 

spirituality begins and ends with gratitude. As 

we continue to plan our return to learn 

opportunities for our parish community we have 

so much to be grateful for (although it may not 

look like it)!  Below is a catechist’s litany of 

thanks, which Joe invites you to add to. As a 

parish catechetical leader, what are you most 

thankful for? 

To each of the following, we pray, “Thank you, 

Lord!” 

 For my vocation as a parish catechetical leader (one who works with children, teens, 

adults, in sacramental preparation, RCIA, Catholic Schools, etc)… 

 For all those who nurture my vocation… 

 For the many people who formed me in faith… 

 For those I am privileged to teach… 

 For those who inspire me… 

 For all of the resources that help me create effective formation plans… 

 For the uniqueness of each person I teach… 

 For those I have taught in the past… 

 For my fellow catechists… 

 For my pastor and bishop… 

 For the guidance of the Church… 

 For the Catechism of the Catholic Church… 

 For all of the Church’s catechetical documents… 

 For the Sacred Scriptures… 

 For all the sacraments, especially my Baptism… 

 For the lives of the saints… 

 For good catechetical resources from Catholic publishers… 

Growing Disciples – Wednesday Wrap 

Glorifying God – Growing in Faith 

Living our Catholic Faith in the World  
August 19, 2020 Edition 

https://www.ignatianspirituality.com/tag/gratitude
https://www.ignatianspirituality.com/tag/gratitude


 For good catechetical websites… 

 For the guidance of the Holy Spirit… 

 For the opportunity to partner with members of the parish community… 

 For the times I have “hit the nail on the head” in my teaching… 

 For the times I have learned from my mistakes… 

 

Please know we at the Diocesan Department of Evangelization & Catechesis are thankful for 

you.  This has been my most challenging six months in 25 years of lay ecclesial ministry.  Each 

of you have made our journey a blessing.   

 

Save the Date August 25? – Our Fall Virtual Parish Formation Kick-off Morning ZOOM 

Session scheduled at 9:30 am: 

 

We will have a Fall Virtual Parish Formation Session 

but I am unsure as to the date.  The presenter I lined up 

to break open this moment we have to strengthen the 

domestic Church has a family issue and will not be 

able to join us next week.  I will invite her back for 

October or November based upon her availability.   

 

So, I have reached out to Bishop Joensen to join us and 

break open the theological virtue of hope during these 

challenging times: not just for those we serve but also ourselves.  I will let you know in a 

separate e-mail the new date for our session.  I do apologize for the inconvenience this may 

cause for those who have reserved this time.   

 

When we do meet, there will be an opportunity for your own personal formation, prayer, and a 

discussion around return to learn for children and teens, as well as small group formation in 

RCIA and adult faith formation.  The meeting link below will remain the same, but the date may 

change. 

 

Des Moines Diocese is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 

Topic: Parish Faith Formation Leadership Meeting (CLADD) 

Time: Aug 25, 2020 09:30 AM Central Time (US and Canada) 

 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81636645711?pwd=VzdyQjJ4cmxrd0YxOVgwbG1ZaGVDUT09  

Meeting ID: 816 3664 5711 

Passcode: fgnvc4 

 

Dial by your location 

        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 

 

Meeting ID: 816 3664 5711 

Passcode: 576270 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81636645711?pwd=VzdyQjJ4cmxrd0YxOVgwbG1ZaGVDUT09


Join the Journey – Virtual Family of Believers Update: 

 

Our good friends at Saints John & Paul parish 

working alongside Tom Quinlan from the Saint 

Joseph Educational Center have been pedaling 

as fast as they can with this virtual opportunity 

for family faith formation.  Attached to this E-

Newsletter is more information about this 

process.  The website is coming along nicely 

and you can learn more by going to their 

webpage at 

https://virtualfamilyofbelievers.weebly.com/.  

 

Scripts, videos, and playlists will follow shortly for the September menu.  The front page of the 

website includes a welcome message from our good friend Mike Patin. The invitation to 

participate fully or partially in a hybrid model is open to all the parish communities in the 

Diocese and fully supported by the Department of Evangelization & Catechesis and Bushop 

Joensen.  For more information on Virtual Family of Believers contact Paulette, Jenni, or Tom.   

 

Directory of Catechesis Opportunity – Join Joe Paprocki and Julianne Stanz for an 

afternoon virtual event – September 1 at 1:30 pm CDT: 

 

 
 

Join Joe Paprocki and Julianne Stanz as they review and discuss the updated and revised 

Directory for Catechesis.  Joe and Julianne will provide an overview of the revised Directory for 

Catechesis (2020) and explore the revised edition’s implications for how we think about, talk 

about, and go about doing the work of catechesis.  

 

The NEW Directory for Catechesis  
How it Will Change the Way We Think About, Talk About, and Go About Doing Catechesis  

 

Tuesday, September 1, 2020  

1:30-3:00 PM (CDT)  

Register today using this link.   

 

RCL Benziger Hybrid Return to Learn Solution for $19.00 per participant: 
 

Are you using RCL Benziger’s Be My Disciples curriculum processes in your parish 

programming?  RCL Benziger is providing parishes with a simple, flexible solution.  Receive 
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everything you need including print and digital editions, parent resources for their children in all 

grades, and many activities for the low price of $19.00 per participant.   

 

For more information contact George Barrett or call him at 763-498-3971.  He can set-up a 

ZOOM call where he can show how easy and flexible this program will be for you and your 

families.  These resources may also be eligible for FEMA money since your hybrid model is in 

response to the COVID-19 pandemic.  Have your pastor or business manager contact Sue 

McEntee at the Catholic Foundation of Southwest Iowa who is coordinating these funds for the 

Diocese.   

 

Revised Directory for Catechesis 

 

I have my copy, do you have yours?  The Pastoral Center staff including Bishop Joensen have 

received their copies and will be breaking pen this document.  Take tome today and order your 

copy using this link to the USCCB store. 

 

The Directory places catechetical instruction and formation of catechetical teachers clearly 

within the realm of evangelization.  It offers guidelines to assist in the creation of local 

directories and catechisms and clarifies the importance of 

catechetical renewal in Christian communities.  

The Directory affirms the presentation of the Catholic faith 

articulated in the Catechism of the Catholic Church as a sound 

point of reference for instruction while drawing deeply from 

Scripture and the writings of recent popes, especially Pope 

Francis’s Evangelii Gaudium. 

 

Over the next year, the Diocese of Des Moines will be offering 

opportunities for you to participate in unpacking the revised 

Directory.  There are two other resources for you to including 

the Catechists Guide to the Directory for Catechesis (OSV), 

Highlights & Summaries for Catechists and Pastoral Leaders – 

the Revised Directory for Catechesis (Twenty-Third Publications), and NCCL’s Magnify, which 

is a series of virtual events over a 4-month span that will introduce participants to the 

new Directory for Catechesis and explore each of the chapters in depth.  Register for Magnify 

today!   

 

Kudos to Chris Corrice who was published in Catechist Magazine: 

Chris is a Parish Catechetical Leader from St. Anthony parish in Des 

Moines.  He was just published in an article from Lisanne Jensen on 

Classroom and Office Organization Strategies.  You can check out his 

insights using this link.  Chris has great ideas on how organization is 

an essential component of good formation.  Thank you Chris for 

sharing your wisdom with colleagues around the country.   

 

 

Have a great week!  Thank you for your leadership. 
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